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“E, também, o papel que cabe a este livro - a divulgagao dessas utopias
que se transformaram em realidade, em territéorios impensaveis mas
que reuniram, num certo momento histérico europeu, condigoes para
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“Eis um dos grandes valores deste livro: o de nos sugerir desafios
dificeis, o de nos elevar na discussao que a pre'servagéo das qualidades
destacadas dos edificios selecionados nos col.oca

Julio Carrilho and Luis Lage
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Vaseo Vieira da Costa

MUNICIPAL MARKET
OF KINAXIXE
The Sun Shadowing Path'

Luanda, [950

In the work of Vasco Vieira da Costa the architeeture claiming its own space lives
lucid and separate experiences with the landscape, debating architecture in Af-
rica, where climatic issues and social problems affect aesthetic search and require
the architect social responsibility.

Dated from 1952, the plan for Municipal Market of Kinaxixe was the first pub-
lic order Vasco Vieira da Costa received and the result was a polemic and notable
urban mark, set as a reference to future town extension. The place has nothing,
except its own history. The project defines the place both as a square and a pram,
becoming an urban element, Vasco Vielra da Costa locates the project between
square and building, recovering the idea of the traditional closed markets of
Luanda, surrounding it in a regular and single shape, finding a way to sort itself in
the wide emptiness. The market building faces two inner squares housing service:
structures and warchouses on the ground floor and sales galleries on the upper
Hoor., In this project is clearly intentional the use of geometrical and simple forms,
till the limit of rigor and excess. The building holds a portico surround, being
simultaneously closed and opened. The brise solei wall on the upper floor, appar-
ently impenetrable, is the leaky element allowing the eity flow. The shining pilotis,
the doubled height portico were elements already used in the city architecture,
but the brise solei walls, the link between volumes and colored decoration upon
the dole fagade, denounce the time Vasco Vieira da Costa were in Le Corbusier’
atelier, On the terrace coverage are geomenrrical forms and the edge protections sign
abstract lines, creating a stone garden only visible in a bird view sight. A suspended
architecture, as it is Vasco Vieira da Costa work, assuming a manifesto position,
defying the colonial political power, inviting to question town planning, now that
the turning peint had been designed.

Vasco Vieira da Costa built assumptions over which one can always imagine
and learn, confirming that, even in situation of extreme difficulty, architecture
may and should be the main city builder.

Flundzipal Markat of Eingxice
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The bodies designed by Vasco Vieira da Costa house dimensions of human
value, with a resilient memeory spite the urban contingencies as time goes by, the
time of cumulative nature: the cultural value of cities.

How would Vasco Vieira da Costa deal with his buildings modifications
through time?

What would be the dialogue berween modern objects and eulture (which
Hegel defines as an incessant state of becoming)? How to apply this concepr
to a constant revocation of oneself, combined with the preservation of what is
essential? We do not know the answer bur quoting Campofiorito in the article
‘Brazilia Revisited”

“The vruth is thar machiniste civilazation has not built its own utopias. An un-
develop Russia gave birth to 5 Petersburg and the South third world gave birth
to the first modern city. Lusiadas poetry did not provided Portugal's future neither
Marx or Le Corbusier dreams came true in the far gone world. All happened as if
sclence, technolegy and economic development were pure dreams and nothing
could be possible but utopia’.

Vasco Vielra da Costa work Is beauty statement, made of one reality accuracy,

The Municipal Market of Kinaxixe was demalished in 2028,

- MJTG
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